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00:00:06:10 - 00:00:39:06 
Tammy Findlay 
Well. Hello, everyone. I think we'll get started. I'll begin by recognizing that I'm joining you from 
Halifax Kjipuktuk, the ancestral and unceded territory of the Mi'kmaq. I invite you to add in the 
chat at any point an acknowledgment of the lands on which you are located. My name is 
Tammy Findlay, I'm chair of the Department of Political and Canadian Studies at Mount Saint 
Vincent University in Halifax Kjipuktuk. 
 
00:00:42:04 - 00:01:09:06 
Tammy Findlay 
Our tech host for the day is also Mount Saint Vincent University, and I'm the current president of 
the Canadian Research Institute for the Advancement of Women, or CRIAW. CRIAW is a 
national bilingual feminist organization in Canada dedicated to research using feminist 
intersectional frameworks. While recently there's been a flurry of events related to the politics of 
the convoy, CRIAW has been interested in this area for quite some time. 
 
00:01:09:11 - 00:01:45:09 
Tammy Findlay 
In 2019, we identified analysis of the so-called alt right as one of our strategic priorities. This led 
to the 2021 publication of "The Rise of the Alt-Right in Canada: A feminist analysis" authored by 
Luna KC with Jackie Neapole and Miriam Edelson. Luna, a post doctoral researcher at the 
Research Network on Women's Peace and Security at McGill University, was invited to speak 
on a podcast by the Canadian Women's Foundation about a feminist lens on alt right ideology. 
 
00:01:47:08 - 00:02:17:10 
Tammy Findlay 
Then in March, CRIAW hosted a participatory, interactive event for the United Nations 
Commission on the Status of Women's NGO Forum with feminists to discuss and strategize 
about how to counter the rise in anti feminism and right wing extremism globally. With speakers 
Miriam Edelson and Kavita Krishnan from the All India Progressive Women's Association and 
the Communist Party of India. We since have been exploring opportunities to build knowledge 
and networks around the rise of right wing politics in Canada, 
 
00:02:18:00 - 00:02:45:01 
Tammy Findlay 
In its many forms and to foster shared strategies of resistance. This panel is our modest attempt 
at bringing together like-minded speakers and participants to offer critical analysis on the 
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subject and who might be open to working together going forward. Ideally, we would like to see 
progressive and robust research and advocacy networks aimed at critiquing and challenging the 
rising right in Canada. 
 
00:02:45:12 - 00:03:31:03 
Tammy Findlay 
We will spend some time together at the end today thinking about what each of us can 
contribute to that. Our group today is multisectoral. That includes academics, journalists, 
women's organizations, labor unions, social justice groups. But it is certainly not exhaustive. 
We're hoping that this event provides an initial gathering place to identify potential areas of 
commonality and strategic collaboration and a foundation upon which to build. This event came 
together with the support of many, including Alana Cattapan, Janet Conway, Miriam Edelson, 
Erin Esau, Brenda Hattie, Fiona MacDonald, Jane Stinson, and CRIAW's fierce feminist duo: 
 
00:03:31:07 - 00:03:42:05 
Tammy Findlay 
Mélissa Alig, our office coordinator and Jackie Neapole, Executive Director for CRIAW. And 
thank you as well to Patrick Leonard, our tech wiz for today. 
 
00:03:44:13 - 00:04:06:11 
Tammy Findlay 
It will unfold as follows. I'll briefly introduce each panelist before they speak. I'll pose two sets of 
questions to each speaker and they will look, will respond for about 10 minutes. I was asked to 
be very strict with the time, so I will give a two minute warning, but we will all try our best to stick 
to the ten minute time frame. 
 
00:04:07:06 - 00:04:24:12 
Tammy Findlay 
After we hear from all of the speakers, there will be an opportunity for questions and comments 
among the panelists and from the audience. This will be the opportunity to share information 
about existing existing research and current and potential organizing initiatives. And I'll wrap up 
with some brief messages about. 
 
00:04:24:12 - 00:04:57:07 
Tammy Findlay 
Next steps. Few technical reminders: all mics and videos will be turned off with the exception of 
our panelists. Questions and comments can be posted in the chat, and I will moderate the 
discussion. Please help us to keep the dialog respectful and productive. Thanks to all of you for 
joining us today in what I hope will be the first of many fruitful conversations. As I said, I will 
provide a brief introduction for each speaker, but we will also post longer bios in the chat. 
 
00:04:58:02 - 00:05:18:02 
Tammy Findlay 
We have a fascinating group of people and I'm sure you want to know more about them so you 
can read more about them in the chat. So we are going to start with Barbara Perry, who is a 
researcher of right wing extremism in Canada from Ontario Tech University. And I have two 
questions that Barb was going to try to address for us. 
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00:05:18:14 - 00:05:34:10 
Tammy Findlay 
The first is how do we define the extreme right and distinguish it from the broader ecosystem of 
the right? And second, how does the extreme right present itself in the Canadian context? And 
how and why is this a threat? Thank you, Barbara. 
 
00:05:34:10 - 00:05:43:13 
Barbara Perry 
Great. Thank you. Thank you for the invitation and for the honor of being gathered with the just 
a great panel. 
 
00:05:44:04 - 00:06:29:09 
Barbara Perry 
And I'm seeing some of the attendees as well and really grateful to have you all with us. So 10 
minutes. You want me to answer those questions, which occupy most of my time? I think the 
first place to start is yeah, we talk about right wing extremism, but I think increasingly it's very 
difficult to untangle the mainstream from the extreme that we're really seeing a blurring of those 
lines from the from the right, if you will, in that so many even the sort of mainstream political 
narratives that we're hearing resonate to some extent with the narratives of the far right in not 
just in Canada, but, you know, in many of our Western partners in particular. 
 
00:06:30:01 - 00:06:58:14 
Barbara Perry 
And I think that's really important to recognize. And interestingly, the public opinion polls show 
that, in fact, that's something that the general public recognizes as well, acknowledging, you 
know, in the order of 35% or so of respondents suggesting that, yeah, it is more acceptable to 
express the kinds of things that we might have thought, you know, racist comments, anti-Semitic 
comments and misogynistic comments that, you know, five years ago even you know, we would 
never have thought of uttering. 
 
00:06:58:14 - 00:07:28:01 
Barbara Perry 
But now people feel seem to feel enabled and emboldened to make those sorts of statements. 
But I think when we're talking about the extreme right specifically, we really are talking about 
narratives that are inherently exclusionary. They're inherently reactionary. The the intent and the 
sort of core message is the need to reverse any rights gains or any progress that we've made in 
recent years around advances for previously. 
 
00:07:28:06 - 00:08:00:01 
Barbara Perry 
And currently, I should say, marginalized communities. So there's this great fear, this great 
sense of threat posed to white men, in particular by feminism, by, you know, women's 
increasing strength and capacity, by advances made by racialized communities, BIPOC 
communities, and also by immigration patterns, for example. So all of these are distilled in this 
notion of the great replacement. 
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00:08:00:01 - 00:08:28:05 
Barbara Perry 
So you remember in Charlottesville, you know, you will not replace us. Jews will not replace us. 
And that really is, you know, a rallying cry for much of the movement and expresses that fear. 
And I think the extremism is also also tends to be manifest in much more aggressive, 
aggressive posturing in some parts of the movement and a greater likelihood of engaging or 
promoting violence. 
 
00:08:29:09 - 00:09:01:01 
Barbara Perry 
So the second question, how does the far right present itself in Canada? Again, that's sort of a 
loaded question or a trick question, because I would argue also that there's not just one version 
of the far right, you know, globally or in Canada that is that there is this diffusion almost of the 
movement. Now, when we first started looking at this very closely in the early 20 teens, we you 
know, we were really emphasizing then the very traditional white supremacist neo-Nazi 
skinhead groups. 
 
00:09:01:01 - 00:09:24:13 
Barbara Perry 
We still got some of them. You know, there's still remnants of that but we're seeing now, you 
know, a greater specificity, I think, within the movement in that we've got the accelerationist arm. 
We've got the folks who call themselves the alt right. We've got a misogynistic arm and anti-
Muslim arm specifically. And anti-semitic, the patriots, the militia movement, conspiracy 
theories. 
 
00:09:25:03 - 00:09:48:13 
Barbara Perry 
You know, again, conspiracy theories and anti-authority movements sort of span the Left-Right 
spectrum, but there is a particular version within the far right. So I think it's really important to 
recognize that as well, that is that it is a very disparate movement. There are there are ties that 
bind. I think having said that, in terms of some of the narratives that I mentioned earlier on. 
 
00:09:48:13 - 00:10:31:12 
Barbara Perry 
Right. That need to exclude either physically or politically or socially to minimize the power to 
silence those communities that are perceived as a threat. So I think the way that that's 
expressed across the movement really differs, you know, from from pillar, if you will, that I just 
mentioned, those pillars that I just mentioned from from group to group and even individual to 
individual in some respects, because one of the other things that we're seeing is while we're 
seeing a growth in the number of organized groups, we're also seeing an atomization of the 
movement in that more and more individuals and we probably saw some of this during the 
convoy, more and more individuals are being drawn 
 
00:10:31:12 - 00:11:05:13 
Barbara Perry 
into the far right, perhaps through those gateway conspiracy theories without necessarily 
affiliating with a particular group. So they're kind of cherry picking they're they're consuming the 
narratives that they're receiving largely online and taking little bits and pieces that seem to suit 
their needs, their situation in the current context. And again, adapting them to do just to fit their 
needs, sort of massaging those conspiracy theories or those those discourses I mentioned in a 
way that makes sense to them and helps them make sense of the world as well. 
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00:11:05:14 - 00:11:27:14 
Barbara Perry 
So I think that, you know, I think I'm probably nearly out of time, that you know, if there's any 
takeaways, let's say two. One is that blurring in the mainstream and the extreme. And I think it, 
two, is the diversity within the movement, the diversity that characterizes the movement. So I'll 
leave it there for the next speaker. 
 
00:11:32:00 - 00:11:40:12 
Tammy Findlay 
Thank you. You were very efficient. You had a couple of minutes left. You can well, we'll give 
you those at the end. 
 
00:11:40:12 - 00:11:41:11 
Barbara Perry 
Yes. 
 
00:11:41:11 - 00:11:42:10 
Tammy Findlay 
We're going to turn to Justin, 
 
00:11:43:12 - 00:11:44:13 
Barbara Perry 
Somebody will just go over, it'll balance. 
 
00:11:44:13 - 00:12:03:08 
Tammy Findlay 
So Justin is next, and Justin is a freelance investigative journalist. And I have two questions for 
Justin as well. So the first is what are the roots of the convoy and how are the organizers tied to 
right wing organizing in Canada? 
 
00:12:04:00 - 00:12:09:07 
Tammy Findlay 
And second, what threats does this movement pose moving forward? There's Justin. 
 
00:12:10:12 - 00:12:43:12 
Justin Ling 
Yeah, thanks. Thanks for having me. I appreciate it. So you know, two very distinct pieces of 
that, right? And so let's talk about what actually led to the convoy itself, the actual ideological 
and sort of extremist roots that sort of led to something like 12,000 people driving, flying, taking 
busses to the capital and which led to, you know, several thousand of them occupying the 
Ottawa for the better part of four weeks. 
 
00:12:44:06 - 00:13:18:09 
Justin Ling 
And it has been a long time coming. Right. And it has been it has been a byproduct of at least a 
decade of kind of conspiracy thinking, emerging extremism, but also just two years throughout 
the pandemic of an emerging distrust in in government, in public health authorities, in politicians 
and government, in systems kind of writ large, the media as well. And it has been kind of the 
perfect embodiment of all of the problems that some of us have been talking about for all that 
time. 
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00:13:18:09 - 00:13:47:09 
Justin Ling 
And and frankly, have been ignored to some degree. Over the past several years, you have 
seen emerging networks that have said that, of course, you know, COVID 19 is not real, that 
public health is covering up the true causes of these deaths or overstating the deaths attributed 
to COVID 19, that the government has, lied to us about the safety and efficacy of vaccines, that 
there is something more dangerous and nefarious afoot. 
 
00:13:47:12 - 00:14:17:09 
Justin Ling 
And it has been a slowly metastasizing problem. It began with this idea that governments are 
just lying to you, but it has morphed into this idea that it is an international effort to eviscerate 
our rights, to install the one world's totalitarian government, to microchip the population, to 
sterilize the population. It has kind of attached itself to longstanding conspiracy theories and 
extremist movements. 
 
00:14:18:00 - 00:14:51:07 
Justin Ling 
As Barbara mentioned, the white replacement theory has become an integral part of this. You 
know, the idea that the COVID 19 vaccines are being used to destroy the white population is is 
a commonly held belief in these circles. The idea that this one world socialist government is on 
the horizon borrows heavily from the patriot movement of the 1990s borrows from the anti-
Semitic fervor against George Soros and has sort of reimagined itself with a new target of the 
World Economic Forum and its leader Klaus Schwab. 
 
00:14:51:14 - 00:15:13:02 
Justin Ling 
You know there is a kind of a sovereign citizen free man of the land movement element to this. 
There had been repeated efforts by folks who have bought into these conspiracy theories to say 
that they are no longer governed by public health orders, that they reject the constitutionality of 
some of these laws and therefore don't have to abide by them. 
 
00:15:13:12 - 00:15:50:14 
Justin Ling 
There is increasing alignment with QAnon with this allegation of a deep state sort of running 
everything. There is a plugging in to a sort of naturopathic quack doctor stream in some 
conspiracy and extremist movements to say that, you know, the real cure for these things is 
being covered up by big pharma and the government. So all of these these trends and these 
strands and these ideologies, these conspiracy theories have been boiling and kind of running 
in tandem for quite some time. 
 
00:15:51:09 - 00:16:14:12 
Justin Ling 
And it really was you know, I would argue that the convoy in Ottawa was the moment that all of 
these things came together at the same time. It was the first time you saw all of these disparate 
groups, whether it's QAnon linked groups, whether it's extremist far right groups, anti-COVID-19 
vaccine groups, all of these organizations which have never really cooperated in any major way, 
are suddenly on the same page. 
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00:16:14:12 - 00:16:39:07 
Justin Ling 
They're suddenly shoulder to shoulder. And you see that reflected in the organizers of of the 
convoy. The guy who came up with it has flitted around some far right groups in Canada, in the 
past, or at least more conservative, maybe not far right, but at least conservative groups in 
Canada, in the past. He was a participant in the United We Roll protests, the carbon tax protests 
in 2019 in Ottawa. 
 
00:16:40:01 - 00:17:11:09 
Justin Ling 
But he has spent the last several years closely following and echoing QAnon conspiracy 
theories. You know, Donald Trump was unduly removed from power the 2020 US presidential 
election was rigged. Justin Trudeau is is a treasonous traitor to the country so on and so forth. I 
mean he linked up with folks like Pat King who has been involved in far right Western separatist 
white replacement theory groups and movements for quite some time. 
 
00:17:12:03 - 00:18:07:11 
Justin Ling 
They connected with Benjamin Dichter and Thomas Quiggin, two conspiracy theorists who have 
peddled this this World Economic Forum conspiracy theory for the past couple of years and who 
have promoted and and really driven Islamophobic conspiracies alleging that the Muslim 
Brotherhood has infiltrated, infected every major Muslim organization in the country, and that 
that represents something deeply nefarious. You've seen other organizations that are more of 
the militia kind of vein, like Diagolon, which has ties to the group that were arrested in Alberta 
and charged with plotting to kill a number of RCMP officers. You saw groups that have peddled 
just the most insane types of COVID 19 misinformation like Action4Canada, which has alleged 
that 
 
00:18:07:11 - 00:18:49:04 
Justin Ling 
Bill Gates is microchipping the population to enable a sort of Chinese style social credit system. 
The fact that you have this really disparate group of organizers representing very disparate 
ideological and conspiratorial movements are suddenly working in tandem, represents 
something really novel. We don't see this very often. There are not a lot of instances over the 
past half century where there have been so many different types of conspiracy extremist, you 
know, outside the mainstream movements that have gotten almost by committee together to 
organize particular action. 
 
00:18:49:08 - 00:19:16:11 
Justin Ling 
And where that organization has been this effective, this is like a United Nations for extremist 
and conspiracy groups. And I don't think this will be the end of it. I think very clearly they have 
now realized the power of numbers and the sort of organizing appeal of getting all of these, you 
know, individually small groups together in a massive show of force. 
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00:19:17:01 - 00:19:44:05 
Justin Ling 
It has become clear how effective this is because you've seen a number of politicians tripping 
over themselves to to try and curry favor with this mob. Right. This is a series of groups and 
individual organizers, influencers, so on and so forth, who on their own are politically toxic. Who 
on their own would never be caught in the same room as any member of the Conservative 
Party. 
 
00:19:44:05 - 00:20:20:05 
Justin Ling 
Maybe not even a member of the People's Party of Canada, never mind, you know, other other 
more major American politicians, but because they have shown themselves capable of bringing 
out upwards of 10,000 people, because they've shown themselves capable of organizing 
massive solidarity rallies across the country, because they've proven themselves capable of 
building listservs and social media networks, capable of attracting hundreds of thousands 
individuals, if not millions, and because they've shown themselves capable of fundraising, tens 
of millions of dollars in especially, you know, untraceable or less traceable donations like 
Bitcoin. 
 
00:20:20:14 - 00:20:49:05 
Justin Ling 
Suddenly there are politicians who are willing to sort of ignore some of the rougher edges and 
some of the more extreme beliefs and aligned with them. You've seen from Pierre Poilievre to 
Ted Cruz and a whole bunch of folks in between, there has been an increased appetite to 
participate in sort of convoy linked organizations or rallies. And I think it represents a real sort of 
normalization of this group. 
 
00:20:49:10 - 00:21:14:12 
Justin Ling 
This group has also understood the value and the benefit of of messaging, which is something 
that these groups don't always do, especially well as we've seen. The fact that they were able to 
get talking points in order and were able to, at least in some way, follow them and try and deny 
some of the more conspiratorial and obscene aspects of their movement. 
 
00:21:14:13 - 00:21:56:11 
Justin Ling 
I think they have shown themselves quite adept at it, staking kind of a political you know, a 
political middle ground, I suppose, and and entering into the conversation in a way that we 
would never have accepted if they actually kind of put forward their true beliefs. So this is a 
really concerning development. I think we can hope that the air comes out of the tires of this 
movement to use a kind of bad pun when hopefully the COVID 19 pandemic sort of wanes and 
becomes less top of mind when people are not stuck indoors so often when people are not 
motivated by vaccine mandates or mask mandates. 
 
00:21:57:02 - 00:22:24:08 
Justin Ling 
But I do think some of the linkages between these groups and some of the recruitment and 
some of the tactics adopted and developed will be incredibly useful for groups going forward. 
You know, a group like Diagolon, which is kind of by its very nature, extremist and militia 
oriented and, you know, is is kind of a vehicle for everything from Holocaust denial to anti 
LGBTQ organizing. 
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00:22:25:00 - 00:22:49:12 
Justin Ling 
They have used the convoy to to recruit. And, you know, intelligence agencies have been 
warning about exactly this problem. And I do worry that their numbers are going to swell, that 
they're going to have more cachet, that they're going to reach more and more people and be 
able to conduct possible operations or target individuals because they've managed to bring in 
new members, you know, through this mass rally. 
 
00:22:50:01 - 00:23:24:01 
Justin Ling 
I think we need to be deeply concerned about where this goes next. And I think it's really worth 
keeping an eye not just on the organizers who are kind of front and center, who may stick 
around, who may go away, but more so the strands and the threads and where they may start 
to overlap and combine into something kind of altogether more powerful and potent, something 
like QAnon, that has become a catch all for all manner of conspiracy movements and and fringe 
beliefs, because I think we've seen just sort of the dawn of where this is going to go next. 
Maybe I'll leave it there because I was not keeping time, but I think I'm close 
 
00:23:24:01 - 00:23:26:11 
Justin Ling 
to 10 minutes. But I can obviously talk about this for much longer. 
 
00:23:28:00 - 00:23:53:11 
Tammy Findlay 
That was great, thank you. Our next speaker is Elizabeth Simons, who is the deputy director of 
the Canadian Anti-Hate Network, or the CAHN. And so two questions for Elizabeth. First, what 
does the CAHN understand as hate and what are its connections to the rising right? How is the 
CAHN's work against hate positioned towards the rising right in Canada? 
 
00:23:54:08 - 00:24:05:11 
Tammy Findlay 
And what are the impacts and what threats does this kind of hate pose for specific groups of 
people? There's probably more than two questions in there, but. 
 
00:24:05:11 - 00:24:21:05 
Elizabeth Simons 
Thank you so much for having us. We really appreciate it. So, hi, I'm Elizabeth. So, yeah, 
there's a lot to unpack there. And it this is definitely more than a ten minute answer. 
 
00:24:22:04 - 00:24:44:10 
Elizabeth Simons 
It's under 10 minutes, but we can talk about it in a lot more depth. So this is a short timeframe, 
but so what we understand as hate. I mean, it's fairly simple. There is a legal definition of hate, 
which is discrimination based on colour, race, religion, national or ethnic origin, age, sex, sexual 
orientation, gender identity, expression, mental or physical disability. 
 
  



250 City Centre Avenue, Suite 807 │ Ottawa, ON  K1R 6K7 │ 
613+422-2188 │info@criaw-icref.ca 

 

00:24:44:10 - 00:25:06:01 
Elizabeth Simons 
So we know that there's a legal definition. There's also specific criteria that need to be met to 
determine when messages or posts online crossed the threshold to be considered a breach of 
the criminal code. So that's very useful in determining legal recourse and determining when 
hate charges should be laid. But it doesn't touch on the human aspect of it. 
 
00:25:07:04 - 00:25:37:07 
Elizabeth Simons 
The fact is that there are real victims of hate, and it's pervasive and harmful for those affected 
communities. And what really kind of underscored that recently was the data from the 2019 
General Social Survey. So in the GSS from 2019, there were 223,000 self-reported hate 
incidents and crimes. We know that 23% of hate crimes in the last ten years were committed by 
young white men and boys aged 12 to 17. 
 
00:25:38:06 - 00:26:09:10 
Elizabeth Simons 
However, we also know that self-reported incidents, dwarf police reported incidents. So police 
only report forward 1% of hate crime data compared to what's actually been self-reported on the 
GSS. We also know that it's risen since 2019. So that number is is much fewer than than what 
we know it to be now. Hate crimes have jumped 37% since the pandemic, with a large increase 
aimed at Asian communities and people. 
 
00:26:11:03 - 00:26:36:14 
Elizabeth Simons 
As Justin mentioned, we've seen both mainstream and fringe politicians an entire party such as 
the PPC play to their increasing base of COVID conspiracy theorists and hatemongers. And 
they've gone as far as to defend actions like the Ottawa occupation and other attempted 
occupations such as the 2019 yellow vest convoy, United We Roll. So the rise of far right 
populism is tied directly to the rise in hate. 
 
00:26:37:01 - 00:26:58:00 
Elizabeth Simons 
However, it leads to an increase in virtually every other type of hate because far right populism 
and what we've seen in the convoy and what we've seen in the COVID conspiracy movement is 
not the only type of hate that's on the rise. We know that there is an increase in anti-trans 
organizing, hate promoting content creation, racist attacks, firing, postering. 
 
00:26:58:08 - 00:27:16:11 
Elizabeth Simons 
And we've even seen networks that we haven't seen in public in years, like the Vinland 
Hammerskins. They got new life from the rise in hate, and they're now using that to recruit under 
a new means of fitness clubs from coast to coast. It's also transnational and needs to be 
examined as such. So it doesn't stop at the border. 
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00:27:17:01 - 00:27:47:09 
Elizabeth Simons 
The networks are increasingly collaborating with each other and learning from each other. The 
threat is less those of formal hate groups that we were familiar with five years ago, and more so 
now the network. A good example is the neo-Nazi accelerationist group, Atomwaffen, which 
came out of the fascist forum Iron March. Now, even though Atomwaffen, the group has 
dissolved, the network remains creating the disparate and more difficult to track threat. In terms 
of our work being positioned against the rising right, 
 
00:27:47:12 - 00:28:08:01 
Elizabeth Simons 
our focus is the far right because that's where the threat is. We don't really talk about everyday 
conservatives. Our work focuses on the threat of the far right, which seeks to rewrite what it 
means to be Canadian and which seeks to remove the equity seeking groups or their targets. 
The people that adherents of the hateful far-right believe don't fit their narrow view of being 
Canadian. 
 
00:28:08:01 - 00:28:30:00 
Elizabeth Simons 
And that's often through violent means. The most obvious impact is the increase in online hate, 
which of course is pervasive. It's a barrier to the free expression and democratic participation for 
Canadians who are part of equity deserving groups. It's often criminal, but has not been 
sufficiently addressed by large online platforms and definitely not by the criminal justice system. 
 
00:28:31:00 - 00:29:00:04 
Elizabeth Simons 
Online hate leads directly to offline and in-person harassment, violence and terrorist attacks. 
Since the start of COVID 19 and the corresponding and fallacious anti-Chinese rhetoric, nearly 
one in three Chinese Canadians have reported being physically attacked. Incel and 
Islamophobic ideologies have been responsible for several terrorist attacks in Canada, claiming 
over 21 lives. Efforts by large platforms like Facebook and Twitter to curb online hate have been 
hugely insufficient. 
 
00:29:01:02 - 00:29:29:14 
Elizabeth Simons 
They give empty promises, and organizations like ours are unable to notice any significant 
difference. Organizations like GLAD in the USA have conducted reviews and found that all 
social companies are failing to uphold the most basic anti-hate and anti-discrimination policies. 
In many cases, here and internationally, it's caused incalculable harm. They are capable of and 
must harness the algorithms to detect and remove hate speech and the users who spread it. 
 
00:29:30:08 - 00:29:54:00 
Elizabeth Simons 
But they just lack the will and the drive to do so because it will affect their bottom line. The 
impacts are not just injuries from violent attacks spurred on by online hate and conspiracy 
theories. The Chinese Canadian National Council, Toronto Chapter and project 1907 released a 
report last month which shows that there was a 47% increase in racist attacks on Asian 
Canadians in the second year of the pandemic. 
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00:29:55:01 - 00:30:20:11 
Elizabeth Simons 
There is a serious threat to mental health, feelings of personal identity and on the community as 
a whole. The rise of hate has to be treated as a public health crisis. But in tandem we need to 
implement public policy that takes online hate seriously and holds platforms accountable in a 
meaningful way. And we also need to empower, support and bolster community defense 
measures which don't rely on a broken police system and encourages communities to confront 
it. 
 
00:30:33:04 - 00:31:01:01 
Tammy Findlay 
Thank you. Everyone's been so diligent with their time. Our next scheduled panelist is Nuzhat, 
but she's joining us late and she hasn't arrived yet. So we're going to move to El and then we'll 
circle back to Nuzhat when she joins us in a few minutes. And so El Jones is the researcher and 
activist of abolition and defunding the police from Mount Saint Vincent University. 
 
00:31:01:11 - 00:31:16:00 
Tammy Findlay 
And I have two questions for El. First, what are the connections between the rising right anti-
black racism, misogyny, and white supremacy? And second, what threats does this pose for a 
movement of anti-racism and social justice? 
 
00:31:16:14 - 00:31:35:03 
El Jones 
Thank you. So actually, to answer the first question, I'm going to show a recent ad, so can we 
pull that up? So this is an ad from Egard Watches. Previously, you might remember something 
they did after Gillette did the toxic masculinity ad and there was this backlash, "oh you're saying 
men are bad" and Egard Watches as a company 
 
00:31:35:03 - 00:31:51:04 
El Jones 
It's a conservative evangelical white Christian company. I think it's based in Florida. And they 
frequently engaged in these responses through the culture war. So when the Gillette thing 
happened, they come out with their ad being like, "men are good." So let's just watch this ad 
and then we'll talk a bit about what we see. So go ahead. You can play it. 
 
00:31:54:12 - 00:31:56:00 
Patrick Leonard 
Ok, I'll bring it up in a sec. 
 
00:31:56:06 - 00:32:28:07 
El Jones 
Yep. While we're waiting, I'll just briefly say that one thing I wanted to expand on that Justin had 
said was it's also interesting that so many of the conspiracies that, you know, particularly white 
groups will take as impingement on their freedoms, they're things that actually happen to 
Indigenous or Black people. So they're going to sterilize us. Indigenous women are actually 
being sterilized in this country. 
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00:32:28:10 - 00:32:48:08 
El Jones 
I've frequently pointed out that the same people who are so angry about mandates and freedom 
are often the very same people who harass and attack and invalidate us for speaking about 
racial profiling, carding, street checks, whatever we want to call it. Right. So it's also very 
notable that the word freedom itself exists in a frame that I'll stop talking because now the ads 
on. 
 
00:32:48:09 - 00:32:49:03 
El Jones 
Okay. Go ahead. 
 
00:32:53:13 - 00:33:08:07 
Ad 
What is a woman? Is a woman a history of achievements quickly being erased? Is a woman a 
feminine force of nature? 
 
00:33:10:09 - 00:33:33:14 
Ad 
Is a woman, a sister, a daughter, a mother? Is a woman the wonder of childbirth? Is a woman, a 
caregiver? Is a woman, a warrior who fought for her place. 
 
00:33:36:10 - 00:34:13:14 
Ad 
Is that now being taken away? Soon to be forgotten. Is that not worth protecting? Can you 
provide a definition for the word woman? Can I provide a definition? Yeah, I can't. And how long 
do we sit idly by and not stand for the sacred value of womanhood as it loses all meaning 
because we believe that womanhood is a birthright. 
 
00:34:13:14 - 00:35:13:04 
El Jones 
And so you can actually purchase a necklace as a woman, right. Should you wish. So this ad is 
the perfect confluence of what we're really talking about, right? The centerpiece of this ad of 
course, is the confirmation of Justice Ketanji Brown Jackson, right. And so we have a white 
woman questioning a Black woman saying, what is a woman? Which is this gotcha question 
being asked. And of course, this is an important moment in Black women's history that we have 
the first Black woman affirmed to the Supreme Court of the US. 
 
00:35:13:08 - 00:35:31:14 
El Jones 
So in this whole what is a woman, Black women's history, this ad is is directly using that 
moment to respond and say, what is a woman? There's a woman's history. A woman's being 
taken away while centering it on the attacks on a Black woman made by Republicans and now 
being lost in this ad as some sort of defense of womanhood rather than an attack on Black 
women. 
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00:35:31:14 - 00:35:52:01 
El Jones 
So what's going on underneath this, of course, is the exiting of Black women from womanhood, 
which as has been since time, right? Since the enslavement of Black women, Black women 
have always been seen as outside of the feminine, outside of womanhood, not real women, 
etc.. Then we also notice, of course, we have the evangelical right wing, white Christian 
language. 
 
00:35:52:01 - 00:36:17:12 
El Jones 
So birthright in particular, which very much calls the Quiverfull movement to mind, you know, 
this idea of giving birth and carrying on the white race. Of course, the terms chosen, we get I 
think, feminine force of nature. So we get femininity, this kind of spirit of womanhood that is felt 
through what childbirth, caregiving, which in this is, is represented as a white woman, 
caregiving, an elderly person. 
 
00:36:17:12 - 00:36:39:01 
El Jones 
The majority of caregiving in the U.S., of course, is actually done by racialized people, Filipino 
women, Black women, Latino women. Right. So caregiving is lost, as you know, something that 
happens within white families. We get all this birthing, caregiving, nurturing, When we see 
sports, it's very interesting because we don't see Black athletes like Simone Biles or Serena 
Williams. 
 
00:36:39:01 - 00:36:58:14 
El Jones 
We see white gymnasts and I think it's like 1972 right on 1968 Olympics is, you know, this, this 
nostalgic time because we're located back in the past and when we talk about women are 
warriors, we don't see things like women marching for civil rights or Latino women marching 
against the border or marching for abortion, of course, we see votes, right. 
 
00:36:59:02 - 00:37:19:03 
El Jones 
So, okay, we've conceded that white women need the vote because then they can vote for 
Trump alongside like white men. Right. So everything is located in a nostalgic past, a.k.a. where 
we didn't have Black rights, where there was no civil rights. So we didn't have gay people like 
pushing for their rights. Where womanhood, white womanhood could be affirmed in the 
household as a place of nurturing. 
 
00:37:19:03 - 00:37:56:05 
El Jones 
Right. And then, of course, also using transphobia. So all these like, oh, you can't say woman 
anymore. You're a birthing person. They've taken women from you. And all these trans women 
are attacking women all over the place. So we have this confluence of transphobia, anti 
feminism, racism, homophobia. We don't see, for example, any gender non-conforming women. 
We're certainly not going to see like a butch lesbian or a lesbian couple within this ad, all 
affirming this very right wing conservative idea of the sacred ideal of white womanhood, which is 
always on the right wing discourse, whether that's, of course, you know, like Aryan woman, the 
idea of white women giving birth. 
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00:37:56:05 - 00:38:13:02 
El Jones 
So all of this is contained in this ad. So I just think it's very instructive because it shows you one 
how much the pulse of the culture war is running through this. Right? People that understand 
what's going on, on social media, they understand this popular discourse is immediately being 
put into an ad. So like I think this is from two weeks ago. 
 
00:38:13:02 - 00:38:39:00 
El Jones 
So it's like immediately after the confirmation to the Supreme Court, this ad is going to come out 
and present itself. The other thing that's interesting, of course, is that I've been arguing with 
women about this ad like women have been posting this ad and being like, oh, I like not 
understanding what the narrative is. Right? It's not that they're necessarily specifically 
transphobic or specifically, it's like, oh, what is a woman that's powerful, that says things about 
women, and you have to point out, well, no, this is extremely transphobic. 
 
00:38:39:01 - 00:38:55:10 
El Jones 
This is extremely anti-Black. So it also shows as others have talked about, the ability to you 
know, you don't come out and just go, we hate Black women and we think Black women and 
men and women don't belong in society. Women don't belong as CEOs. You don't say that. You 
put in this like, what is a woman, your sacred birthright? 
 
00:38:55:10 - 00:39:15:06 
El Jones 
And people some people are responding to this and being like, oh, it's so nice to be affirmed as 
a woman without understanding the narrative behind it. So it also shows how insidious a lot of 
this is. By the way, as I was saying, like while we were gathering, because I watched this and 
another couple of other things, the algorithms on social media are very attuned to like right wing 
material. 
 
00:39:15:06 - 00:39:30:06 
El Jones 
So ever since I watched this one ad, I now get like Tucker Carlson, Jordan Peterson, all of this 
is coming in in my rec. So I can watch like a million animal videos and it won't make a 
difference. But, you know, you watch one what is a woman video and obviously I just want to 
watch transphobic stuff. Wall to wall now right. 
 
00:39:30:06 - 00:40:02:14 
El Jones 
So you also see how this is all supported by particular algorithms. So we can maybe talk about 
this if we have time to talk. I don't like doing media analysis by myself. Speaking in the camera 
by myself. But it I'm sure many of you have thoughts on this, but you really see this is the kind of 
discourse that is going around and how much it's tied to current events so it's like responding 
very, very quickly to what's going on, how much it manages to tie together all of these other 
things and then create this coherent and seemingly uplifting narrative that masks its roots then 
then lures other people in, as Justin was saying. 
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00:40:03:00 - 00:40:28:10 
El Jones 
Right. You don't necessarily have to be like some soldier of Odin to be part of this narrative. 
Moving back just very quickly, what does this mean for organizing other movements? One 
problem is, and this is I was really glad in the last speaker that you were speaking about the 
need for communities to defend against anti-racism. Because one of the things that we're 
seeing happening, particularly in policing, is they're using hate crimes to advocate for more 
policing. 
 
00:40:28:10 - 00:40:49:09 
El Jones 
So, for example, when I am like the chair of the subcommittee to define defunding police as a 
Black woman, the way the police met that rhetoric, normally when those reports come out is, 
they say that you hate police and you're a crazy woke lunatic. They couldn't do that because we 
were evidence based. So what they switched to is talking about policing and sexual assault and 
talking about hate crimes. 
 
00:40:49:12 - 00:41:11:11 
El Jones 
And that felt quite pointed, right, a Black woman who actually has been the target of a great deal 
of the right wing spotlight in this city. And now you have the police being like oh, but what about 
hate crimes? So part of the issue with navigating hate crimes is how do we navigate them in 
ways that acknowledge them and obviously heal communities and protect communities without 
turning to the police who are using this to refund the police. 
 
00:41:12:00 - 00:41:30:13 
El Jones 
So ironically and not really ironically, it's very predictably. Well, as we talk about how the police 
don't do their jobs, and don't protect us, we get this now push on hate crimes and racism to 
essentially position the police as an anti-racist force. And of course, the police are constantly 
engaged in racially profiling us. They are also engaged in these attacks. 
 
00:41:31:06 - 00:41:46:12 
El Jones 
You know, I saw that Spider-Man meme for the convoy of like, you know, pointing at each other 
like the cops in the convoy. This is, you know, very true, right. I wanted to just elaborate also on 
what I was saying about freedom. For people that are aware, Stuart Hall's work, very briefly, 
Stuart Hall, of course, is taking on the idea. 
 
00:41:46:12 - 00:42:05:09 
El Jones 
You know, Marx of course, believes that when workers get together, then you'll start talking, 
class consciousness will spread, and then you'll all rise up. But we know that doesn't happen 
and Stuart Hall in particular is looking at why this doesn't happen. And he has a theory of 
articulation, which is the idea that people can be given the same information, but that doesn't 
mean they end up in the same place. 
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00:42:05:13 - 00:42:23:04 
El Jones 
So when we say, you know, but there's a core of truth that people are upset about COVID, 
people are upset about feeling restrictions, you know, the economy is really bad. And then 
there's this idea, well, of course, you have to turn to the right wing. I remember Ibbitson doing 
an editorial saying, we need to listen to, you know, the CCP. 
 
00:42:24:00 - 00:42:41:02 
El Jones 
What are they? People's Party of Canada, PPC. We need to listen to Bernier because if we 
don't listen to his followers, they'll commit violence. So literally, the threat of white violence is a 
reason to allow people into government, he said. You know, if we don't give Bernier that voice, 
and his followers, they may be violent to us. 
 
00:42:41:02 - 00:43:02:01 
El Jones 
And that's why we need to validate them, which is, of course, nothing that anyone would ever 
say about Black people or Indigenous people. If we're perceived as violent, the cops in our 
community will be putting us down, as they have been throughout history, like breaking our 
movements, arresting us, you know, surveying our communities, but if there's a threat of white 
violence actually means well, white people need to be listened to more because of that. 
 
00:43:02:03 - 00:43:20:13 
El Jones 
But we get this kind of rhetoric that well they really do have a point and as I was saying, before 
the ad started playing, it's notable, of course, that all of the things that are supposedly 
unfreedom for these white groups are things that Black people experience as not only 
experience and as normalized, but is often supported by the very same groups. 
 
00:43:20:13 - 00:43:42:07 
El Jones 
Nobody sent the convoy into New Brunswick when Premier Higgs identified a Congolese doctor, 
Dr. Angola, an immigrant Black doctor, as spreading COVID, falsely identified him as Case Zero 
in New Brunswick. Right. There was no freedom convoy that went. In fact, those of us who said 
it was racist got targeted by the very same forces who will later on join the convoy. 
 
00:43:42:09 - 00:44:06:00 
El Jones 
When we talked about the incarceration, imprisonment and policing of Black people during 
COVID, we got attacked. And then two years later, the very same people are flying the 
Canadian flag and talking about mandates. Right. As I pointed out, there's been a Black skin 
mandate in this country forever. When we talk about policing we're woke lunatics, when the 
convoy talks about policing, they actually have a point in the police in the national polls to be an 
unprecedented policing. 
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00:44:06:03 - 00:44:27:01 
El Jones 
So I just say that to also say that this idea of freedom, which is so has this life in this this 
movement, right, that like white people's freedom and freedom and freedom. But it specifically 
means that it means white people's freedom. It doesn't mean the unfreedom of Black people, 
the unfreedom of Indigenous people who are actually experiencing many of the conspiracies 
that then become fuel for this. 
 
00:44:27:12 - 00:44:45:08 
El Jones 
So in terms of organizing, the last thing very quickly, as you can see on screen, is and we have 
to continue to build cross movement, solidarity. It annoys me greatly when people are like, well, 
this is the failure of the Left because people will own the libs over anything. Like everything will 
be an excuse to owning the libs, but it's not that Black women aren't organizing, we're Black 
women. 
 
00:44:45:08 - 00:45:05:12 
El Jones 
We don't get the same media as white men when they walk out in public because we're Black 
women. So we are organized and I'm not going to accept the idea that this is just a failure of 
Left organizing but we can continue to expand our movements. We have to be connecting to the 
labour movement. We have to be connecting to feminist movements, we have to be connecting 
globally because the right wing is. 
 
00:45:06:00 - 00:45:26:01 
El Jones 
And the final thing very quickly, is I think an example. We have this, Chris Smalls organizing 
ALU, which is fully within the radical Black tradition, but also was able to organize this huge 
warehouse of Amazon through barbecues, through getting on the street, through going to the 
bus stop. And we saw this very encouraging movement. So it's not that there's no left wing 
organizing or left wing organizing is dead. 
 
00:45:26:01 - 00:45:32:01 
El Jones 
We have these solidarities and we just need to continue to push on them and avoid 
criminalization on the other side. Okay. I'll stop talking. Sorry. 
 
00:45:34:00 - 00:46:01:11 
Tammy Findlay 
Thank you. Okay. So we will go to Nuzhat who was here before and I missed her on our list. So 
we're going to hear from Nuzhat Jafri, the executive director of the Canadian Council of Muslim 
Women. And I have a couple of questions for her. First, what are the connections between the 
rising right and Islamophobia and misogyny in Canada? 
 
00:46:02:03 - 00:46:17:14 
Tammy Findlay 
And how is the council's work against islamophobic, misogynist, misogynistic hate positioned 
towards the rising right? And what are the impacts and what threat does this kind of hate pose 
for Muslim women? 
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00:46:20:01 - 00:46:24:03 
Nuzhat Jafri 
Thank you. Tammy, can you hear me and can you see me? 
 
00:46:24:11 - 00:46:25:01 
Tammy Findlay 
Yes. 
 
00:46:25:12 - 00:46:58:03 
Nuzhat Jafri 
Okay. Wonderful. Well, thank you so much for organizing this really important panel. And you 
have some really powerful and knowledgeable speakers. I'm going to talk about Islamophobia. 
And how it affects Canadian Muslim women and girls and trans and non-binary Muslims. You 
know, for us, we must recognize that Canadian Muslim women and girls are very diverse in 
every way. 
 
00:46:58:08 - 00:47:31:12 
Nuzhat Jafri 
That Islamophobia is experienced differentially by each person. Structurally, it intersects with 
other forms of oppression, such as anti-Black racism, sexism, homophobia, ableism, 
transphobia. So the lived experiences of Muslims with intersectional identities are often 
removed from conversations surrounding the Muslim experience and Islamophobia generally. 
However, gendered Islamophobia is a form of Islamophobia that directly targets Muslim women, 
girls, trans and non-binary individuals. 
 
00:47:32:13 - 00:48:04:10 
Nuzhat Jafri 
There's an organization in the states called the Justice for Muslims Collective and they describe 
gendered Islamophobia as the ways the state utilizes gendered forms of violence to oppress, 
maim and control Muslim bodies. There is no better example of this actually playing out than Bill 
21, in Quebec, which in fact is controlling Muslim women's bodies, visibly Muslim, and excluding 
them from, you know, earning a living. 
 
00:48:05:10 - 00:48:42:14 
Nuzhat Jafri 
And of course, there's great support in Quebec for that law. And Islamophobia manifests itself in 
many, many different ways. And I'm going to explore that a little bit more. But this violence and 
abuse that we're seeing is not limited to state actors. Individuals and groups, kind of what the 
state, they basically act out on, what the stakes states sanctions. So when a government 
passes legislation it's giving that's anti Muslim or Islamophobic, it's giving license to its public to 
actually act out on it. 
 
00:48:42:14 - 00:49:29:03 
Nuzhat Jafri 
And that's what we see happening. And the effect of it is most acutely felt by visibly Muslim 
women. So at the core of this abuse and violence are sexism and misogyny. And we need to 
understand sexism as a form of social oppression that interconnects with race, religion, class 
and other systems of oppression and marginalization. Gender based violence, which is what 
we're talking about when we talk about the the hateful acts against Muslims based on 
Islamophobia, cannot really be properly understood without addressing inequality based on 
race, religion, class, ability and other intersectional identities. 
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00:49:30:04 - 00:50:00:04 
Nuzhat Jafri 
So there's a whole spectrum of Islamophobic violence, and it starts with the construction of 
Muslim women as inherently oppressed and in need of saving. You know, we've seen examples 
of governments going out there to save Afghan women, but we know that in fact, you know, the 
oppression occurs by systems that are in place, that are propagated by state actors, often both 
internally and externally. 
 
00:50:01:08 - 00:50:37:12 
Nuzhat Jafri 
And then there's the construction of Muslim women as security and cultural threads who need to 
be monitored, controlled and surveilled. So this whole idea that they could, in fact, be terrorists 
and then acceptance of Islamophobic political speech and dehumanizing narratives against 
Muslim women and girls, they're often objectified and dehumanized in the media and in political 
discourse. And there is a culture of impunity that flourishes and acceptance of violence on a 
mass scale. 
 
00:50:37:12 - 00:51:15:02 
Nuzhat Jafri 
And we've seen that happening over and over again when we see especially Black Muslim 
women who are visibly Muslim being assaulted constantly. We've heard news reports from 
Calgary and Edmonton, from Hamilton, from Toronto. These are these are things that happen 
all the time. And and unfortunately, you know, L.Z., we don't we we have in our communities, 
we have a real issue with trusting law enforcement and reporting hate crimes and incidents 
because we don't feel that we're taken seriously. 
 
00:51:15:02 - 00:51:56:08 
Nuzhat Jafri 
And unfortunately, there's underreporting and a lot of the women, you know, experience their 
trauma for a very long time, in fact, probably forever. And there's also collusion between 
abusers and the state. So where it's acceptable for the public through state action to 
discriminate, to harass, to vilify Muslim women, then there is collusion and then a lot of Muslims 
do end up internalizing these dominant state narratives or public narratives. 
 
00:51:56:13 - 00:52:31:05 
Nuzhat Jafri 
And again, that causes a lot of trauma, you know, for for many, many years to come. So there's 
verbal and psychological violence that is experienced because of this. And there's, you know, is 
a tolerance for discrimination and exclusion, outright exclusion of Muslim women and lots and 
lots of microaggressions experienced daily. I experience that those micro-aggressions myself 
because I don't look like a Muslim so I get that all the time. 
 
00:52:32:07 - 00:52:59:12 
Nuzhat Jafri 
Also, lack of prioritization as a group by community members, worthy of advocating and 
minimizing the gendered violence Muslims experience. I've experienced this over and over 
again, unfortunately, in our communities and also when governments and other organizations 
reach out, they reach out to to the men and they hear their voices. We are seldom heard and 
they don't hear us and what our experiences are. 
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00:53:01:05 - 00:53:28:10 
Nuzhat Jafri 
Of course, there is physical violence that we've already talked about. There's murders, we've 
had murders. You know, three of the four individuals murdered in an Islamophobic attack in 
London were women. Three generations of women and of course, there's, you know, this 
normalization of mass dehumanizing. So you have wars, you have murders occurring and they 
become part of a mass. 
 
00:53:29:10 - 00:54:06:02 
Nuzhat Jafri 
And then, of course, there's societal and systemic systemic exclusion as well. So we know that 
our members have been experiencing, you asked about the impact of Islamophobia. And it is it 
is fomented by right wing extremists. There are there's a whole Islamophobia industry that 
focuses on Muslims. There are groups that focus just on Muslims to spread hate against 
Muslims and disinformation and misinformation about Muslims. 
 
00:54:06:09 - 00:54:47:12 
Nuzhat Jafri 
It works as a system and the impacts of being that three these three men that murdered 
Muslims actually were inspired by right wing ideologies and, you know, because of this collusion 
of state actors and the media and with the media is sort of spouting out there and some of these 
pundits, these extreme right pundits that are very anti-Muslim and Islamophobic they all come 
together and they affect the lives of Canadian Muslim women and girls and trans people in a 
very real way. 
 
00:54:48:03 - 00:55:13:02 
Nuzhat Jafri 
And so this is a daily occurrence. This is something that we experienced, experienced every 
day. Women in our communities, girls in our communities and trans people in our communities 
are afraid to go out, you know, go to the mall, go to school, walk in the street. They're 
unprotected. They are these Islamophobic attacks are another layer of violence that we are 
facing. 
 
00:55:13:12 - 00:55:44:07 
Nuzhat Jafri 
And most most of the service providers and governments and other organizations do not 
understand the the layers that are you you know, that that our communities have sort of built in 
their lives and their intersections and how they affect their day to day existence. And because of 
the intersectional and gendered nature of Islamophobia, I can't even begin to scratch the 
surface. 
 
00:55:44:07 - 00:56:03:04 
Nuzhat Jafri 
And what what we can do about it but we are addressing it. We we have programs that focus on 
educating people on Islamophobia, what to do about it, particularly how to counter it online. I 
think I'm I think my time is up. Right, Tammy? So I will still stop. 
 
00:56:03:04 - 00:56:05:05 
Tammy Findlay 
You have a few seconds if you want to wrap up. 
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00:56:06:00 - 00:56:32:12 
Nuzhat Jafri 
Well, I just I mean, I know I went on a little bit, but I think I'm passionate about the subject and 
our organization has been addressing it in different ways. And there's nothing like real life 
experiences lived experiences of of Muslim women and girls and trans and non-binary people 
sharing what they've experienced in the last well, since the pandemic and since before that. 
 
00:56:33:05 - 00:56:56:04 
Nuzhat Jafri 
But the impact has been you know, domestic violence or violence against women. Gender 
based violence increased during the pandemic. Well, they became all the more acute for 
Muslims, Muslim women. And I would challenge us to to look at what's happened and what the 
impacts have been and work collectively to address it. Thank you. 
 
00:56:58:02 - 00:56:59:01 
Tammy Findlay 
Thank you. 
 
00:57:01:01 - 00:57:33:02 
Tammy Findlay 
Okay. We will wrap up with Janet Conway, is a researcher of anti feminism, the global right from 
Brock University and our questions for Janet are, first of all, what does a feminist intersectional 
analysis tell us about the link between anti feminism and the rising right within the Canadian and 
global context? And second, how is this a threat for women at the intersection of different 
systems of oppression? Thanks, Janet. 
 
00:57:33:02 - 00:58:02:02 
Janet Conway 
Thank you, Tammy. And thank you to the rest of the panel. It's a real honour to be part of this 
group. And thanks to everybody who who's joined the event today. So for the last several years, 
like many of you I've been troubled by the resurgence of the far right in Canada and globally. 
Not just in the proliferation of right wing extremist groups and activity, the proliferation of 
misogyny and other hate speech online and offline and lone wolf attacks. 
 
00:58:02:09 - 00:58:31:03 
Janet Conway 
But on the threads that link these to offline movements and to new right wing populist parties, as 
well as to traditional or establishment conservative parties, and how these political parties are 
contesting or even forming governments in different parts of the world or becoming partners in 
coalition governments. In short, I've been really concerned to think more about the 
mainstreaming. 
 
00:58:31:13 - 00:59:09:08 
Janet Conway 
As other speakers have mentioned, the mainstreaming of far right ideas in democratic political 
systems. So, for example, in Europe, right wing political parties have formed governments in 
Hungary, Serbia, Poland and Greece. They're contesting government right now in France, 
Germany, Italy, Denmark, Austria, Finland, Sweden. In Latin America, we've seen Bolsonaro 
elected in Brazil, in Asia, Modi in India, Duterte in the Philippines, Erdoğan in Turkey, and of 
course in the US with the election of Trump in 2015. 
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00:59:09:13 - 00:59:46:02 
Janet Conway 
And the transformations that we've seen there in the Republican Party in recent years. In 
Canada as well, there are direct threads of continuity between what we are seeing in the 
present with a history from the rise of the Reform Party in the late 1980s to the election of the 
Harris Conservatives in Ontario in the mid-nineties to the Harper conservatives in the 2000 to 
Ford Nation, to Bernier and the People's Party of Canada and to the consorting of conservative 
politicians with white nationalists up to Pierre Poilievre of and others in the convoy. 
 
00:59:46:09 - 01:00:29:07 
Janet Conway 
So in Canada we have our own history of this in part it can be linked to the Trump effect, but 
certainly not only that. It's also important in my view to recognize that this is not just a problem in 
political systems or political institutions, but it's it's part of a cultural transformation that is 
underway that we can see in the influence and growth of right wing media outlets in Canada like 
rebel media, and in the growth of a right wing civil society, for example, in the establishment of 
charities like the Canadian Association for Equality, a men's rights group in campus groups like 
men's rights groups and free speech groups in right wing think tanks like the 
 
01:00:29:07 - 01:01:03:12 
Janet Conway 
Justice Center for Constitutional Freedom. And of course, on the religious right. So the right is 
clearly not a single thing. Many of its elements are not new. But I would argue that there is a 
global recomposition or a remixing of the right that is underway that represents a new level of 
threat to democratic political cultures and to equality-seeking social movements and a threat 
that has been there certainly in the past, but which is at a new level and is taking some new 
forms. 
 
01:01:04:04 - 01:01:34:06 
Janet Conway 
The global right is also, as others have said, transnationaly networked. It's increasingly 
institutionalized and it's very funded. Former Prime Minister Stephen Harper, for example, is 
currently the president of the International Democratic Union, which is dedicated to electing 
more right wing governments worldwide. So this right wing ecosystem, although it's incredibly 
diverse and as others have said, it's disparate, is also united by a profound anti-feminism. 
 
01:01:34:14 - 01:02:02:08 
Janet Conway 
So in that sense, I think there's a lot of evidence to say that it is targeting feminism as a social, 
political and ideological force, and especially the feminist project for intersectional gender 
justice. Feminism, understood as a broad based, multi issue social justice movement. I think 
there are different ways that we can see anti-feminism at work across this disparate global right. 
 
01:02:03:09 - 01:02:54:05 
Janet Conway 
The most obvious and perhaps overt ways there are overt ways in which it's evident, but there 
are also more subtle and differentiated ways in which anti-feminism is made manifest. In terms 
of overt ways, there is evident a counter movement or maybe plural counter movements to roll 
back gender and LGBTQ equality rights. So, for example, in concerted campaigns to roll back or 
further restrict abortion rights, as we see happening now very dramatically across the US and in 
a persistent, long standing vocal minority in the Conservative Party of Canada. We see this in 
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efforts to discredit feminist claims about gender based violence and sexual harassment, 
including the decriminalization of sexual assault and rape in marriage, as 
 
01:02:54:05 - 01:03:44:00 
Janet Conway 
has happened recently in Russia. Or Turkey's withdrawal from the Istanbul Convention to 
counter domestic violence. We can see this in efforts to rollback or prevent gay marriage 
equality, LGBT adoption rights or access to reproductive technologies. We can see this in 
concerted attacks on transgender rights, as in mobilizations against comprehensive sex and 
gender education, against gay straight alliances in schools, against anti-bullying initiatives. So 
local examples, of course, the campaign against sex education in Ontario, that was very 
prominent in the last provincial election, the recent instances of conservative MPs voting against 
trans rights or refusing to support the ban on conversion therapy. 
 
01:03:44:01 - 01:04:30:07 
Janet Conway 
So, I mean, this is there are many multiple examples in Canada as well. In many contexts this 
has also taken the form of explicit anti gender campaigns or campaigns against gender 
ideology. Now, I can talk more about this in the Q&A because I'm concerned about time, but in 
short, campaigns against gender have their roots in the 1990s in a transnational alliance of the 
Vatican with conservative Muslim states to counter the kind of gender mainstreaming efforts that 
were underway at the U.N. and also really as part of a moral panic in response to critiques of 
the gender binary and the destabilization of gender as a kind of natural category. 
 
01:04:30:13 - 01:04:56:11 
Janet Conway 
And these campaigns against gender ideology have actually influenced the outcome of national 
elections in many parts of the world notably in places where the Catholic Church still has a 
strong institutional presence. In these kinds of anti gender campaigns there is a real 
demonization of feminism as as a threat to the family, to the traditional family. 
 
01:04:56:14 - 01:05:30:01 
Janet Conway 
And these gender campaigns are or anti gender campaigns are an effort to re-naturalize the 
heteronormative, cisnormative, patriarchal family. And it's, you know, traditional gender roles 
and social relations. The more kind of subtle and differentiated way, so that those are examples 
of overt ways in which anti-feminism is taking shape on the right and however, there are also 
more nuanced and differentiated differential ways in which this is taking place. 
 
01:05:30:01 - 01:06:12:00 
Janet Conway 
And this is where anti-feminism intersects more clearly with race and nation. So in many right 
wing movements, there is a contemporary deployment of feminist rhetorics of care, protection, 
dignity, and women's equality over against those others who are constructed as threats and 
who are constructed as threats to the safety of women and children, understood as women and 
white women and children, women and children of the racial majorities, threats 
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01:06:12:00 - 01:06:46:09 
Janet Conway 
to women's equality or in the Canadian context, threats to Canadian values and who are thus 
constituted as threats to the social order and threats to the nation. So in North American 
contexts, these others are particularly transgender women who are constructed as pedophiles, 
as threats to children, as threats to cisgender women in bathrooms. And so protection of women 
and the defense of right wing movements in favor of the protection of women get mobilized 
against trans rights in this instance. 
 
01:06:47:12 - 01:07:31:10 
Janet Conway 
Similarly, non white migrant men are constituted as threats, as threats of posing sexual violence 
against against native born, predominately white women. Muslims get constituted as threats as 
carriers of regressive, patriarchal cultural values, of those barbaric cultural practices, as threats 
to Canadian values around gender equality. So in these ways, right wing movements are also 
can be seen to be deploying a certain kind of equal rights feminism over against both gender 
queer feminism and also against anti-racist and multicultural feminism. 
 
01:07:32:03 - 01:08:04:06 
Janet Conway 
So the last thing I want to say is that, and there goes my timer, is that right wing movements are 
also deploying discourses of women's equality over against women themselves in that they're 
arguing that, for example, that abortion harms women, that decriminalizing sex work harms 
women, that wearing the hijab harms women. So they're mobilizing these discourses of harm 
and and women's protection of women over against women themselves. 
 
01:08:04:12 - 01:08:11:02 
Janet Conway 
There's more to say. But I'll leave it at that. I see Tammy on the screen 
 
01:08:11:02 - 01:08:33:05 
Tammy Findlay 
Great, thank you so much, Janet. There is so much to think about. So many really amazing 
insights here. So what we're going to do now is open it up for discussion. Just a couple of notes. 
The chat will be open, so you'll be able to post questions in the chat, mics and cameras will still 
be disabled. 
 
01:08:34:05 - 01:09:14:14 
Tammy Findlay 
I want to remind you that we are recording and that we will be saving the chat transcripts, partly 
because we want to follow up with folks later and we want to get a sense of the different areas 
of interest in this field. So we will start taking questions now. But I also would like all the 
panelists to at any point engage in conversation among among yourselves so if you want to ask 
any of your fellow panelists the question or if you want to follow up on anything that's been said, 
you can have the opportunity to do that now. And I will also keep an eye on the chat. 
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01:09:14:14 - 01:09:41:09 
Barbara Perry 
I actually have a point for discussion. And that sort of comes back to Justin's conversation and 
bringing the later conversations into that. And that is how we, in fact, saw gender politics play 
out in the convoy. I think we were very quiet on that. I think we tended to focus on the anti-state 
ism. 
 
01:09:41:09 - 01:10:01:03 
Barbara Perry 
We focused a little bit on the racism, maybe on some of the, you know, the anti queer hate 
crimes that were occurring in downtown Ottawa. But I wonder where you see gender coming 
into play during the convoy and in some of the narratives that we might have heard there. 
 
01:10:05:03 - 01:10:40:09 
Justin Ling 
Well, why don't I? Because you know to be totally honest with you. I don't know that there was a 
ton correct me if I'm wrong, but I don't think there was a ton of gendered stuff happening. I think 
there was some level of sexism levied against Chrystia Freeland, as there has been kind of 
extensively in the past But, I mean, I you know, I think it's worth noting that several of the 
organizers, or at least one the chief organizer or the chief public face organizer, was a woman, 
obviously a white woman. 
 
01:10:42:02 - 01:11:22:09 
Justin Ling 
And I saw some trappings here and there of some transphobic stuff as you kind of always do in 
in spaces like this, in movements like this. But what's really interesting to me is how you've 
already seen the sort of tactics deployed by the convoy adopted elsewhere and kind of put on a 
on a on a grander scheme. So, you know, for starters, you know, QAnon, which has become a 
really good sort of ideological framework for how a lot of these organizations and these 
movements spring up and sort of metastasize and grow and create their own media 
ecosystems. 
 
01:11:23:02 - 01:11:58:04 
Justin Ling 
QAnon has sort of morphed into a new force that is targeting what they're, in their language, 
rumors, right. You've seen in recent days pickets show up outside of Disneyland. You've seen 
Governor Ron DeSantis now promising to revoke special economic status for for Disney World 
based on exactly nothing, right. Based on a deeply conspiratorial, completely baseless, 
downright outwardly, aggressively homophobic, transphobic movement. 
 
01:11:58:04 - 01:12:22:04 
Justin Ling 
That has alleged that you know trying to discuss sexuality or gender is akin to pedophilia, trying 
to keep parents out of discussions in some of those early stages is child abuse giving trans 
affirming health care is is predatory behavior. So on and so forth. All of this language has been 
part and parcel of what QAnon has been talking about for quite some time. 
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01:12:22:10 - 01:12:53:05 
Justin Ling 
But they've used you know, I'm not sure that it's 100% a one to one convoy is this new kind of 
anti Disney movement. But at the very least, you've seen the folks who have showed up outside 
of Disney realized that in-person physical protests are incredibly effective. You know, targeted 
video, sort of manifestations in front of an actual building, in front of an actual space with a very, 
very targeted message. 
 
01:12:53:07 - 01:13:12:02 
Justin Ling 
Is incredibly effective. Actually bringing up supporters from a big geographic area kind of 
repeatedly is incredibly effective. And they figured out some of the online channels they can use 
to get people out. They've figured out some of the sort of the buzz words and whatnot, some of 
the euphemisms they can use to to kind of paper over some of the true intentions. 
 
01:13:12:06 - 01:13:15:11 
Justin Ling 
And I think we are going to continue seeing that. So I don't know that the convoy. 
 
01:13:16:12 - 01:13:46:00 
Janet Conway 
I wonder if I can come in here on the on the the gendered character of the convoy as well in that 
in that the I think a couple of things to say. One is that right wing movements have always 
mobilized women of the racial majority, and that we see that in the leadership of the convoy. We 
see that in the mobilization of the white family, in the convoy, the bouncy castles, the women 
who are present, and also the fact the gendered nature of these protests as predominantly white 
men. 
 
01:13:46:03 - 01:14:24:11 
Janet Conway 
So I think that a feminist agenda and an intersectional feminist agenda has to address the 
masculinity that's at work here, the maleness of these of these movements, and also how 
women and mothers and women as mothers are mobilized, as part of the politics of that. So to 
me, that's part of the gendered character of this. The other thing I want to say is that I think the 
attacks on Trudeau need to be analyzed as an act as a gender gendered politic, that that the 
hatred, like the visceral vitriol that's being targeted at Trudeau is is partly because Trudeau 
identifies as a feminist and that he is a 
 
01:14:24:11 - 01:14:37:10 
Janet Conway 
he's he's constructed as a feminized man. And that that to me, that calls out for a more, an 
analysis that is tuned into that actually, the misogyny that's at work there. 
 
01:14:39:06 - 01:14:40:01 
Barbara Perry 
Absolutely. 
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01:14:40:08 - 01:15:07:01 
Tammy Findlay 
Yes. So El has her hand up. I just also want to note in the chat, there's some relevant and 
maybe El was going to pick up on some of this as well, but [participant]'s noting this kind of 
notion of the head of the family and the gendered nature of that. And [participant] notes that 
there were there was gender targeting of people in Ottawa harassment, catcalling, threats of 
women, transphobia and the use of women, children, families as human shields. 
 
01:15:07:08 - 01:15:09:02 
El Jones 
This also goes back to. 
 
01:15:09:04 - 01:15:14:01 
Tammy Findlay 
Just a few things to add to the conversation, but go ahead El. And then Elizabeth wants to say 
something. 
 
01:15:14:01 - 01:15:33:08 
El Jones 
Sorry, I was going to say that what I was saying about freedom too goes back to this. This is 
almost like a Thomas Hobbes kind of man in the state of nature who gets to walk alone 
unimpeded as opposed to a view of society that is collective, that is based on mutual aid, which 
are all things, for example, the Black feminists are talking about, Indigenous feminist talk about, 
I'm not going to say women and nurturing and live collective. 
 
01:15:33:08 - 01:15:56:00 
El Jones 
I'm not going for that biological thing. I'm saying politically there is a lot of organizing, feminist 
based organizing that understands things about mutuality, care for each other. Health workers 
are overwhelmingly women nurses. So part of the assertion of freedom in the convoy is also the 
idea of like, you can't tell me what to do, mom. You know, like you don't get to tell me to protect 
other people's health and wear a mask. 
 
01:15:56:02 - 01:16:13:07 
El Jones 
You don't get to tell me that I should care about other people. And so it's the very conception of 
what freedom means, which isn't about collective freedom, which isn't about we care for each 
other so that we all can become free. If I want to go to the Boston Pizza right now, and if you tell 
me I have to show you a paper, then that is impinging on my freedom. 
 
01:16:13:07 - 01:16:34:01 
El Jones 
And that is a particular white like masculine vision of what freedom means. Without saying that 
all women believe in one kind of thing. And I'm not trying to suggest that, you know, women are 
nurturing caregivers with a feminine spirit or whatever, but I think that within what feminist 
organizing has tried to do, we think that the whole organizing was an extremely masculine 
organizing. 
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01:16:34:01 - 01:16:49:09 
El Jones 
Military police officers occupation in itself, like I'm going to impose in your space and put myself 
here and you don't have a right to tell me to leave and I'm going to scream at you. Like, these 
are not feminist models of how we build community and how we actually seek freedom in other 
ways for each other, so. 
 
01:16:51:06 - 01:16:55:03 
Tammy Findlay 
Elizabeth, go ahead. 
 
01:16:55:03 - 01:17:23:10 
Elizabeth Simons 
There's a lot to unpack there. So I just also wanted to jump in and mention that beyond the 
convoy, the use of women, beyond being historical is extremely calculated right now, 
particularly. Like we are seing a large jump in things like fake feminist inspiration that's really 
just white nationalism. That's disguised as something else. 
 
01:17:23:10 - 01:17:48:09 
Elizabeth Simons 
You know, it's all very curated. It's all very much on Instagram and TikTok. And so we're seeing 
these entire communities and influencers with large platforms that are coming out as young 
women who are putting forth these ideas these, these then these ideals that other young 
women should be following and, you know, going with. But it's really just white nationalism in 
disguise. 
 
01:17:48:09 - 01:18:15:08 
Elizabeth Simons 
It's really just, you know, in some points it's actually neo-Nazi ism in disguise. And we see this in 
every single kind of subset of the far right. We see we see women influencers in kind of every 
single subset of the far right. So I think we really have to pay attention to the fact that it's not 
just, you know, men and, you know, they're they're this idea of like the ideal man and their, you 
know, their ideas of fitness and whatnot. 
 
01:18:15:14 - 01:18:37:08 
Elizabeth Simons 
But we're seeing a lot of women come out of this and they're not really being paid a whole lot of 
attention to. In addition to that, the anti-trans organizing, which completely co-ops and then 
falsifies the notions of feminism is is growing to a level that we have to be paying a lot more 
attention to it than we are. 
 
01:18:38:06 - 01:18:57:04 
Elizabeth Simons 
The groomers stuff that we're all seeing that's all tied into it. These groups are networked, 
they're resourced, and they're they're growing. They're the huge. And I think those two things, 
when it comes to gender are aspects that are not being paid as much attention to as they 
should be and to we're ignoring it at our at our own peril. 
 
01:19:00:09 - 01:19:01:04 
Tammy Findlay 
Nuzhat. 
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01:19:02:14 - 01:19:49:13 
Nuzhat Jafri 
Yes. I think, you know, Elizabeth just pointed to this money is very, very important in all of this 
because they couldn't the convoy couldn't have organized the way it does, the way it did. And all 
of the money that is going into perpetuating disinformation like the you know, and the the. And 
Barb knows a lot about this the business models of social media companies are entirely based 
on perpetuating hate and negativity and they want people to go to these negative messages to 
sites that can really excite and anger people. 
 
01:19:50:10 - 01:20:26:01 
Nuzhat Jafri 
So it's all about the. I'm sorry, I shouldn't put it that simply that it's all about money. But money 
has a lot to do with this. And, you know, when you think about economic oppression and the 
lack of resources that are available to feminist organizations and what they're able to do and not 
do, I mean, like, I'm sorry, I'm not going to name an organization, but there's a there's an 
organization that is predominantly you know, dominated so that the the board of directors and 
members. 
 
01:20:26:01 - 01:20:51:01 
Nuzhat Jafri 
And sorry, I'm not knocking it. It does excellent work, necessary work but, you know, they got 
tens of millions of dollars to do some really good work. But, you know, our organization is 
struggling all the time. Day to day on shoestring budgets to do the work that we're doing in the 
community. So money is very important. And because, you know, I mentioned the Islamophobia 
industry it is an industry. 
 
01:20:51:05 - 01:21:25:13 
Nuzhat Jafri 
It's being documented by Professor Jasmine Zine at Wilfrid Laurier University. It's planned, it's 
organized it's extremely well funded and orchestrated. We could not compete with that kind of 
organizing. We are we do organize. Women do organize. But it it has a lot to do with the 
resources behind these. So and, you know, when what's his name Elon Musk is talking about 
taking over Twitter, just imagine, you know, what that's going to do. 
 
01:21:25:13 - 01:21:37:13 
Nuzhat Jafri 
We already know about his views. So if he gets it anyway. So I wanted to talk about the role of 
money in this as a very important piece. Thank you. 
 
01:21:38:12 - 01:21:43:14 
Tammy Findlay 
Thank you. We'll go to El and then I'll move to some of the other questions in the chat. 
 
01:21:44:05 - 01:22:06:09 
El Jones 
You know, just very quickly, in terms of the sort of role of faux-feminism in this. So you notice, 
for example, in the talking point about transwomen raping women in prisons. What we never talk 
about is abolishing prisons, right? So and the targets of this movement that really began 
targeting getting like feminists into this movement, a woman into this movement, was shelters, 
prisons and sports. 
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01:22:06:09 - 01:22:38:00 
El Jones 
Right. Like as very well chosen places. But when it comes to prisons, for example, so you get all 
this, oh, you know, you're letting men self-identify as women's prisons, but we don't talk about 
like why women are in prison in the first place. So it becomes this very limiting narrative. And 
then just finally, very quickly as well, of course, you know, the looming image of the Muslim 
woman in hijab is always the counter image in the west, right, that we are always protecting 
Muslim women from Muslim men and we are always asserting a white liberate or supposedly 
liberated womanhood against the figure of the oppressed Muslim woman. 
 
01:22:38:00 - 01:22:41:03 
El Jones 
Right. So that is very tied into all of this as well. I'll stop talking. We can move on. 
 
01:22:41:03 - 01:23:12:08 
Tammy Findlay 
Thank you, everyone. I'm going to go to [participant]'s question, she's cutting right to the chase. 
How do we counter all of this? And I'm going to add [participant]'s question, which I think follows 
on that. What thoughts do the panelists have about progressive what progressive movements 
should be doing to counter these trends? What should be our organizing principles or what can 
activists in particular sectors do to help neutralize the residence of resonance of right wing 
ideas? 
 
01:23:12:14 - 01:23:26:07 
Tammy Findlay 
And or counter the political influence these groups have? That's an easy one, right? Who wants 
to take a first attempt at that one? 
 
01:23:26:07 - 01:23:33:14 
Barbara Perry 
I think Nuzhat you should you should talk about your work at CCMW. I think there's so much 
incredible grassroots work going on there. 
 
01:23:34:11 - 01:24:06:01 
Nuzhat Jafri 
Oh, yeah, I can talk about it. It's it's, you know, I mean, it's, it's a small effort because like I said, 
we don't have the millions of dollars to do what we're doing, but with, with the, you know, the 
grant from Canadian Heritage, we've launched two different social media campaigns. One was 
Hashtag Delete Racism, which was our first campaign, which was basically messages and 
images created by a wonderful artist in our community. 
 
01:24:06:14 - 01:24:40:13 
Nuzhat Jafri 
And and it ran for about a ten weeks, and that was in 2019. Then we did another one. It featured 
stories, real life experiences of Canadian Muslim women and queer Muslim women well, all of 
the intersections, Black Muslim women who tell their stories firsthand about what happened to 
them, what the incident was, and how they have been, what the trauma was, and how they're 
trying to come out of it. 
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01:24:41:06 - 01:25:10:12 
Nuzhat Jafri 
It's a it's a series of 15 videos. They're available on our DaretoBeAware.ca website that you can 
use view and you know, use them for education purposes. We also have been delivering anti-
Islamophobia and countering cyber hate workshops it's a, Barb was involved in helping us with 
our countering cyber-hate workshop because she is the expert on the topic that I know of. 
 
01:25:11:09 - 01:25:36:04 
Nuzhat Jafri 
And so we she worked with us in developing the content and doing training the trainers. And we 
have trained now. Barb, you'd be happy to hear we've trained over 3000 people across Canada 
on these modules, and the project ended at the end of March. But guess what? The demand for 
these workshops is overwhelming. And I actually just did one before I came here. 
 
01:25:36:04 - 01:26:02:11 
Nuzhat Jafri 
That's why I was late. So, you know, our messages are getting, getting across, people are 
recognizing what their prejudices were about Muslims. They're recognizing the stereotypes that 
they held when they attend our workshops and have said so in our workshops. So we're doing 
that. Like I said, it's a small effort, but we we want to focus on young people. 
 
01:26:02:11 - 01:26:31:05 
Nuzhat Jafri 
That's going to be our next target audience, young people, because these three young men that 
murdered the ten people were young, young men. They were inspired online. So we do want to 
focus on that. I can talk a lot more about this, but I let the others speak. But if you're interested 
in I'm just going to put the the website in the in the chat for you to visit. Okay. Thanks. 
 
01:26:31:07 - 01:26:33:07 
Tammy Findlay 
Excellent. Elizabeth. 
 
01:26:33:07 - 01:26:38:14 
Barbara Perry 
I think what I think what they're sorry. I'm sorry. I'm just jumping in. I'm going to put my hand up 
this time. 
 
01:26:38:14 - 01:26:42:04 
Elizabeth Simons 
Go ahead and, Barb go ahead. I can go after you. 
 
01:26:42:04 - 01:26:58:05 
Barbara Perry 
Okay. Thanks. I just wanted to follow up on what Nuzhat had said, because I think the sort of 
the two important priorities for those programs and I think for a lot of activism is is capacity 
building within affected communities. 
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01:26:58:05 - 01:27:25:11 
Barbara Perry 
So we often think about how do we push back? But I think we also have to think about, you 
know, how do we how do we build the capacity within communities to to empower themselves 
So there's so there's that the capacity building, the empowerment. But also I think the the 
enhanced awareness, which is which is so important. I think the other thing and this is 
something that you mentioned off the top, Tammy, you know, when you referred to the makeup 
of this panel being multisectoral. 
 
01:27:25:11 - 01:27:52:09 
Barbara Perry 
And I think that that is really an important starting point as well. For our work in this space that, 
you know, these are not just criminal justice issues. So not just, you know, not just criminal 
justice responses, not even primarily, I think, is that the way to move on, but in fact, to engage 
all sectors. And I think the labor movement right now is so important in this space because 
because the demographic is aging, right? 
 
01:27:52:09 - 01:28:26:03 
Barbara Perry 
The demographic is middle aged and older and you don't get them with lectures in the 
classroom. So yeah. So I think that that those pieces of multisectoral piece is important. I also 
think that we have to think about activity as, at the local level, but also how that local activism 
mobilization can connect with local mobilization and other communities as well, so that it 
becomes regional, if not national, I guess issues as well. 
 
01:28:26:03 - 01:28:57:01 
Barbara Perry 
And I think the last thing is coming back to this awareness raising in the role of the media. And 
I've had a lot of conversations with journalists about how much oxygen is too much oxygen for 
for these sorts of actors. Right. Do we do we actually fan the flames by you know, having such 
visible conversations? And I say, well, you know, we don't just stop with, you know, sort of 
making folks aware that who the actors are, what the groups are, what their narratives are, but 
unpacking them as well. 
 
01:28:57:01 - 01:29:11:11 
Barbara Perry 
And I think this is something that the media hasn't done quite so well and can certainly do more 
of is unpacking those narratives and in countering the false narratives, in fact. So I will stop 
there. Sorry, Elizabeth. 
 
01:29:11:11 - 01:29:33:03 
Elizabeth Simons 
No, no, problem. I just wanted to underscore what Nuzhat was saying about reaching youth. 
Right now that that is such an important piece of this. It feels like we can't go a week without 
another story in the media about an incident at a school targeting other students, targeting 
educators. It's it's so key. 
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01:29:33:03 - 01:30:07:13 
Elizabeth Simons 
And so we've produced a resource that we're, we, it is accompanied by workshops that we're 
getting into schools across Canada and it's not and it's not an anti-racism resource. There are 
people and organizations much more qualified to do that. It's it's intended to help educators, 
parents and communities identify when kids are being groomed and recruited into hate 
movements and also with practical guides and practical advice for what to do for various types 
of situations and different escalating types of behaviors. 
 
01:30:08:04 - 01:30:29:08 
Elizabeth Simons 
And rather than focusing on, you know, hate group X and hate group Y, it focuses on the 
ideology so that rather than, you know, this is what this logo is, it doesn't matter because we all 
know that they're fractious. There's so much infighting and they're going to rebrand 100 times, 
you know, before you can do it, you can do much about them. 
 
01:30:29:08 - 01:30:53:11 
Elizabeth Simons 
And so rather than knowing about the hate groups themselves, you have to know what is their 
messaging and what is their recruitment, how do they operate. So that's such a key point. I think 
that we the school boards and schools have to be pressure to kind of introduce anti oppression 
training. They have to be pressured to introduce training on what what can teachers do to 
counter these situations. 
 
01:30:53:11 - 01:31:14:08 
Elizabeth Simons 
Because we've heard from so many educators that just say, you know, these incidents are 
happening in my classroom and I have no idea what to do about them, you know? So I think 
when it comes to how to counter it, that that's a big piece right there. And I think also the the 
cross the cross sectoral piece is very big as well. 
 
01:31:14:08 - 01:31:39:07 
Elizabeth Simons 
Labor is is of course one of the biggest allies that that anti-racism can have. I think we have to 
really build that up and focus on that. We know that the far right is transnational. We know that 
they work together and we have to work together even harder. And since the pandemic, it's 
been tough. But we have to make those those steps and build those those networks and those 
bridges to actually get something done about it. 
 
01:31:42:01 - 01:31:45:14 
Tammy Findlay 
Justin, now, two other questions on the top. 
 
01:31:47:02 - 01:32:16:03 
Justin Ling 
Yes, sort of to jump in to say, you know, I'm certainly not the expert on what training looks like or 
what capacity building looks like. I think that clearly some of the programs in this, how you were 
just talking about, are going to be instrumental in figuring out how you actually of build 
resiliency, how you can, you know, reach people before they wind up radicalized, how you teach 
media literacy in school, how you give people the tools to you know, to read things critically, to 
not fall for conspiracy theories because they kind of mentioned off the top. 
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01:32:16:03 - 01:32:35:12 
Justin Ling 
I think conspiracy theories are increasingly becoming the most important pipeline for for the far 
right for extremism in the West anyway in a way that we've never quite seen in the past. So we 
don't know quite the impact for yet. So evidently it to me, it's going to be diversity of tactics, 
right? There's no single thing that's going to solve this problem. 
 
01:32:37:00 - 01:33:22:08 
Justin Ling 
Part of the solution is going to have to be an intelligence and policing solution. But but frankly, it 
will not catch everything and it can't solve everything. Right. Policing, intelligence, becomes 
really useful when a plot is already underway or when kind of illicit financing is already, you 
know, putting up movements that are a threat. But, you know, starting to criminalize more 
organizations or criminalizing, you know, I think even criminalizing speech, criminalizing entire 
movements is just it is going to backfire, giving police kind of unfettered power to to target 
groups or to target ideologies only kind of improves or expands that sort of victim complex that 
siege mentality and that distrust of authority that that actually exacerbates 
 
01:33:22:08 - 01:33:52:13 
Justin Ling 
a lot of these programs. One thing we talk about shockingly rarely, these days is what counter-
radicalization and deprogramming, deradicalization looks like. You know, in the mid 2010s, 
when the Islamic State was doing a shockingly, horrifyingly good job of reaching disaffected 
young men in the West and in some cases young women as well, we had a societal a big 
societal conversation about what it looks like to fund stand up and organize counter 
radicalization and deradicalization programs. 
 
01:33:53:07 - 01:34:15:00 
Justin Ling 
There is a ton of problems with them. You know, I think there's as many bad things about what 
we did as good things. But what we should have done is taken what we learned there and 
actually improve on it to to set up and stand up and expand those programs. Or to create 
programs that are not religious specific but in fact are just general radicalization specialization 
specialists. 
 
01:34:15:00 - 01:34:52:03 
Justin Ling 
And we didn't do that. We haven't done that. We're not doing that. There was not even a 
remotely comparable amount of money going towards those programs today as was going 
towards them in 2012. And you can't divorce that from the religious and racial aspects you 
know, versus the fact that it's now predominantly affecting young white men. But finally, you 
know, Barbara, I really like what you said about unpacking narratives, because I think it's one 
thing I think about a lot we have spent a ton of money, whether it's in the news realm, whether 
it's in think tanks or whether it's from government funding fact checks and funding debunks and 
all of those other things that have 
 
01:34:52:03 - 01:35:11:14 
Justin Ling 
become almost a meme among the far right who find them. I mean, I've even heard from some 
of these people, I heard it from the convoy. I've heard from some people who are peddling 
Russian propaganda these days, that as soon as they see something of the fact check, they 
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know that the opposite is true. Right. They know that if their view is being fact checked, then, in 
fact, they had it right the whole time. 
 
01:35:12:04 - 01:35:39:05 
Justin Ling 
Right. And I think that is just testament to how badly we do this stuff. Right. What we need to be 
doing is giving people an understanding about how people come to these conspiracy theories, 
how they get crafted, how people fall for them, how these linkages get made, how tenuous 
some of those things are, because we we are a population, and especially those who fall for 
these conspiracy theories are a population who sees linkages and assumes causality. 
 
01:35:39:05 - 01:36:05:04 
Justin Ling 
Right. And it's one of the most powerful things behind, you know, a lot of these you know, a lot 
of these conspiracy theories is exactly that. I mean, let's talk about, I'll wrap up in a second, but 
let's talk about this year, this new rumor kind of panic. Right. You know, there there have been 
this there has been this effort to say, well, you know, Jeffrey Epstein was a Democrat, 
Democrats support trans kids, therefore pedophiles support trans kids. 
 
01:36:05:04 - 01:36:30:01 
Justin Ling 
And and that makes no sense. Right if you had to sit there and say it. But the more you can 
create little data points along the way, the more you can convince people that one leads to the 
other and the more we can give people the understanding of how those things don't make 
sense, how tenuous that is. I think that we're going to be inoculated in a much more impressive 
way against some of these things and against some of these pathways to radicalization. 
 
01:36:32:03 - 01:36:52:13 
Tammy Findlay 
Okay. I'm going to pick up on sort of two threads that were in Justin's comments, and they're 
also in the chat, so two kind of different directions. But I'll invite the panelists to talk about either 
or both of them. So there's a very interesting conversation going on in the chat about the 
religious element of of this, the rising right and so if you have thoughts on that. 
 
01:36:52:13 - 01:37:12:05 
Tammy Findlay 
I think there are lots of folks here who'd like to hear about that. And then another theme that just 
came up in Justin's comments was about the role of police. And so we have a question here 
about the complexity of the police and military and feeding these groups who are perpetuating 
the very racist, misogynistic, anti-Muslim and Nazi sympathies. 
 
01:37:13:06 - 01:37:25:09 
Tammy Findlay 
So for the sake of time, because we really need way more time together, I'll ask if you want to 
talk about any of those two items. And I think Nuzhat, you had your hand up next. 
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01:37:26:14 - 01:37:58:02 
Nuzhat Jafri 
Yes. So I want to pick up on what Justin was saying about the emphasis on deradicalization and 
deradicalizing, you know, folks against extreme violence to extremism, that kind of thing. So one 
of the things that I have observed and you know, back in the 2000s and the 2010s, it was very 
common, you know, you were fighting ISIS. 
 
01:37:58:02 - 01:38:34:12 
Nuzhat Jafri 
You were deradicalizing people against ISIS or any of those groups, you know, whether it's Al-
Shabab or [...] any of those. And and of course, their labeling of them and their association with 
Muslims and Islam can never be forgotten. Today when they're talking about extreme right wing 
ideologies, they talk about ideology. Religion is not really, you know, mentioned in how these 
are, these movements are labeled and that, and we have to pay attention to that because what 
does that do? 
 
01:38:35:01 - 01:39:21:11 
Nuzhat Jafri 
And then and the way the strategies that are now being deployed to address with these 
ideological right wing extremists are very different. It's about, you know, their their psychiatric 
problems or their broken families. There are also sociological and psychological as opposed to 
their religious affiliation. And it's very interesting because all the moneys that are being spent, a 
lot of the moneys that are being spent now is to fix these people, but fix their you know, their 
psychological and and social well-being as opposed to addressing their ideology. 
 
01:39:22:09 - 01:39:54:09 
Nuzhat Jafri 
But when it was Muslim ideology, you know, our emphasis was so different. Our millions of 
dollars were actually spent on this, you know, to like just you said, a lot of ineffective work that 
took place that that didn't really have much of an effect. Or maybe it did, but I don't know about 
it. But I think we really do have to look at the language and and how these individuals are being 
treated so differently and they're committing horrible atrocities. 
 
01:39:54:09 - 01:40:23:07 
Nuzhat Jafri 
You know, and they are. It's very gendered. I mean, so misogynistic and so racist. And we're not 
labeling what this is. And I think it's very important to think about the language and what we're 
doing with these individuals, how we're caring for them as and treating them, whereas 
previously it was all criminalization. 
 
01:40:24:05 - 01:40:28:11 
Nuzhat Jafri 
You know, I'm sorry to be so blunt, but that's how I'm seeing it. Thanks. 
 
01:40:31:11 - 01:40:45:03 
Tammy Findlay 
Just to check, Elizabeth and Justin, are they new hands or from your previous comment? 
Elizabeth, are you wanting to speak to this one? Okay. So Janet and I 
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01:40:45:03 - 01:40:55:05 
Elizabeth Simons 
I have a lot have a lot to say about countering violent extremism, but I don't want to take up too 
much space. So I did not lower my hand when I should've. So I apologize. 
 
01:40:55:05 - 01:41:06:04 
Tammy Findlay 
We might need a reunion of this group. So let's hear from El, and then Janet, and then I'll ask 
you a few things to wrap up. Well. 
 
01:41:06:10 - 01:41:26:11 
El Jones 
I'll keep this short, but I did want to address the policing thing, which, you know, I could go on 
for hours as well. And first of all, of course, there's a not insignificant amount of police and 
military members are actually like official members of right wing groups, as there's been many 
investigations. But of course, something that we talked about a lot with the convoy as the police 
exist to uphold the racial order. 
 
01:41:27:01 - 01:41:53:14 
El Jones 
So when people like why don't the police do their jobs, they are doing their job. This is 
conservative white men largely. This is no threat to what the police stand for. And policing itself 
is a radical ideology. Right. I've been saying this all along, that what is actually radical is 
disinvesting from public and collective structures and continually investing in punishment and 
policing, as we've seen over the last 40 years, as an extremely radical social shift based on 
punishment, individualism, authoritarianism. 
 
01:41:54:01 - 01:42:17:02 
El Jones 
And then people are upholding this idea. This is not separate, right? So, you know, when we 
look at like when we did the defunding survey, right? Like part of our project was you get 2500 
surveys and a lot of the people who supported defunding, they were sort of on the surface say 
it's about crime. But when you got further into what they're saying, it's about control, discipline, 
power, authority, keeping people in their place. 
 
01:42:17:02 - 01:42:31:12 
El Jones 
A lot of people had a lot of racist comments to make about Black people or Indigenous people 
or Muslim people, whatever. And they see policing as integral to that. Why is a thin blue line 
patches a thing, why are the police in Calgary fighting to be able to fly a thin blue line flag and 
whip patches on the uniforms? 
 
01:42:31:12 - 01:42:57:05 
El Jones 
That has nothing to do with keeping community safe or stopping crime. It has to do with the 
particular ideology around the power of policing their place in society. So it's not just that the 
police is active members that we can sort of single out and say, okay, well, this particular cop is 
a member of this group. The entire ideology of policing has always been based upon settler 
colonialism, white supremacy, patriarchy, property, capitalism, and upholding those values. 
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01:42:57:05 - 01:43:13:00 
El Jones 
So the police are never going to be our allies in fighting these things because the cops, if you 
put me up against the head of the convoy, which why do you think the cops hate more. Like, it's 
not the person that occupied downtown Ottawa its the mouthy Black woman that dares to tell 
them about themselves. Right. And I see that all the time. 
 
01:43:13:00 - 01:43:35:04 
El Jones 
I see you see what cops are saying in their groups. How they single out Muslim people and talk 
about people. Like when we get an eye into those cops groups, we know how racist and 
homophobic and sexist they are. So part of the problem is people still really want to believe in a 
myth of policing, that policing means something else, that there's some, maybe we're not seeing 
it right now, but some world there's 
 
01:43:35:04 - 01:43:52:02 
El Jones 
some mythical police that are going to be here to like defend women and like keep Black people 
safe. And we don't have it yet, but we if we just keep reforming, maybe we will get it. And we are 
never going to get it because that is not what policing is there for. So I think the sooner that we 
also come to understand that the police are embedded in all of these ideologies. 
 
01:43:52:02 - 01:44:08:11 
El Jones 
That's not to say every individual officer is an active white supremacist, its to say the institution 
of policing is tied to the social order, it's tied to power. And the very things that threaten a lot of 
these groups, like women are getting too much power, Black people are out on the street being 
mouthy, like Indigenous people are talking about land 
 
01:44:08:11 - 01:44:38:13 
El Jones 
and keeping the oil companies out, are the exact same things that will bring people into these 
groups in the first place. And those are the same things that the cops are here to stop us from 
doing, too. So the answer obviously is organize, organize, organize. Again, as people have said, 
we need to build those solidarities. We need to be having those conversations. I saw a lot of 
anarchists, like so-called anarcho-leftists that were pro-convoy, because they see it as, some 
people saw it as just like creating chaos and believing that if these are the same people that 
would vote for Trump, under the idea of like, if we just create mass chaos, we can create 
something 
 
01:44:38:13 - 01:44:53:09 
El Jones 
new out of the rubble, which doesn't happen. What we get is more authoritarianism. That's why 
the cops also created chaos. That's why they didn't want to police, because they wanted to 
create the situation where they were in crisis. And then you can bring in more cops and prove to 
us how much we need police, right? Cops thrive off chaos. 
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01:44:53:13 - 01:45:09:03 
El Jones 
So like, you know, but I saw a lot of so-called, like, left wing anarchists support this in various 
reasons. So like people in our circles that have stood beside us and come to our protests, and 
they're like suddenly a convoy person. A lot of the hippie left is into this. Don't be fooled, Black 
people have COVID conspiracies too. 
 
01:45:09:03 - 01:45:28:02 
El Jones 
But it's not like we're going to go stand beside like white supremacist convoy people. But there's 
a lot of this in the Black community. It's not like the Black community is like against this either. 
So we have to be having more conversations, more organizing. And I do think we have to move 
out of some of the insular organizing that happens where we get very focused on sort of smaller 
issues. 
 
01:45:28:02 - 01:45:44:04 
El Jones 
We really have to I'll get sorry, I'm talking a long time, but just a very quick example. One thing I 
like about prison organizing is you get, you know, people that are coming from like abolitionist 
points of view, you get Black and Indigenous people coming from like that view. But you also 
have like, you know, some white family from like London, Ontario, whose child died in prison. 
Until that point, 
 
01:45:44:04 - 01:46:02:11 
El Jones 
they were pro prison, pro authority, pro everything. And we all have to learn to work together. 
And we have fights. They'll be like, why are you talking so much about Black people? My sister 
was white and she died, and we have to talk about that. And it's actually very important to do 
coalition work. And I think because of the way we're so siloed, we don't do as much that we tend 
to be like, I want to work with the people that are my crew. 
 
01:46:02:11 - 01:46:19:08 
El Jones 
But when we don't do that, there has to be some point where we're able to discuss and work 
together and work through the fact that the person in the labour movement may also be racist, 
and the person whose child died in prison may also be homophobic. And the person this you 
know, and you may be anti-Indigenous in, how do we all come together? 
 
01:46:19:08 - 01:46:45:07 
El Jones 
And we have to be doing that work through organizing as well and not sort of just the minute 
somebody says something ableist or something racist, well, then okay you're out. You know, like 
because that doesn't actually help us build something. So we really within our movements have 
to be working together on without accepting oppression from each other, how do we actually 
productively work together and build coalitions that without forcing people coercing people 
actually begin to build something different. 
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01:46:45:07 - 01:47:03:08 
El Jones 
So that's the hard work. And I've seen it done, we do it in the prison world. But it's hard and it 
means people have to swallow a lot and negotiate a lot and deal with a lot of conflict. And you 
have to, you know, really be willing to in your space do education work as well. But it does work. 
Let me engage in. 
 
01:47:03:12 - 01:47:11:00 
Tammy Findlay 
Janet, you have the job of wrapping things up. I'll say a few things at the end, but go ahead. 
 
01:47:11:00 - 01:47:26:09 
Janet Conway 
Okay. I wasn't going to try to wrap anything up, but I just wanted to address the thread around 
religion that you had mentioned, and that is that when when we pay attention to the gender 
politics of the right, the religious aspects are unavoidable. 
 
01:47:27:00 - 01:47:53:09 
Janet Conway 
Like they are so evident, right, that that right wing Catholic and evangelical Protestants have 
had a longstanding campaign to reassert heteronormative, patriarchal power. And this 
converges with forms of white settler nationalism and that we have to see those links. And in 
Canada, I think there's a tendency to kind of downplay or treat the religious right as if it's a fringe 
movement. 
 
01:47:53:14 - 01:48:17:10 
Janet Conway 
And in fact, it's far more influential than I think we we recognize. And that we have to sort of see 
how this feeds into discourses on the right that gets stripped of their overtly religious tones but 
reassert the same kinds of messages around European civilization, around attacks on Western 
civilization, around non-Christian others being threats to the nation and so on. 
 
01:48:17:10 - 01:48:43:02 
Janet Conway 
So so just to say that I think when we pay attention to specifically to the gendered character of 
the right, we see this and this is why it's so important, I think, to do to this kind of intersectional 
conversation because paying attention to different angles of this, help us see it more fully and 
see these different facets that you don't necessarily see when you're looking at it just from one 
point of view. So that's not a wrap up, that's just a thought. 
 
01:48:43:02 - 01:49:06:10 
Tammy Findlay 
Well, and the wrap up is my job, so I can't offload my responsibility on to you, Janet. So what's 
next? I guess that's our last, last few minutes together. And I see there's a lot of excellent 
resources that have been posted on the chat too. So I want to encourage you to take a look at 
all of that. 
 
01:49:08:02 - 01:49:46:07 
Tammy Findlay 
I think what we've heard today is that it will take a multi-pronged repertoire of activism to 
confront the rising right. What CRIAW as an organization can offer is our expertize in feminist 
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intersectional analysis and our reach with feminist organizations. We can create a listserv for 
sharing feminist analysis and organizing efforts. And we will produce an edited version of this 
video that will be made publicly available with French captioning. We can also commit to 
following up once after this event to share the information we gathered today. 
 
01:49:46:14 - 01:50:18:10 
Tammy Findlay 
That includes the information that's posted in the chat, but also information that will be gathered 
through a Google form that MÃ©lissa will be circulating. We'd be happy to hear from you in the 
chat. We've already heard from many about your ideas, plans and commitments for how you 
have been and might be involved in this area moving forward. I want to say thank you to all of 
our participants and our panelists, our fantastic panelists and to all of those who helped to 
organize this event today. 
 
01:50:19:01 - 01:50:45:13 
Tammy Findlay 
And we look forward to future collaboration. Thanks, everyone, for joining us. And we managed 
to do this within our time frame, although I think we could at least have another have used 
another hour. But next time. So thank you, everyone. And I know at least one of you aren't 
done. You have another event about this topic to go to this afternoon. 
 
01:50:45:13 - 01:50:58:05 
Tammy Findlay 
So I think it shows how, it speaks to how urgently people are feeling about the need for this kind 
of conversation. Thank you all for joining us. 
 
01:50:58:05 - 01:50:58:14 
Elizabeth Simons 
Thank you. 
 
01:50:59:07 - 01:51:00:09 
Nuzhat Jafri 
Thank you for having us. 
 
01:51:01:07 - 01:51:02:11 
Janet Conway 
Bye. Thanks, everybody. 
 
01:51:03:02 - 01:51:03:09 
Justin Ling 
Thanks. 
 
01:51:04:02 - 01:51:05:13 
Tammy Findlay 
Bye all. 
 
 


